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In a work of history that will make headlines, New York Times reporter Philip Shenon investigates

the investigation of 9/11 and tells the inside story of most important federal commission since the

the Warren Commission. Shenon uncovers startling new information about the inner workings of the

9/11 commission and its relationship with the Bush White House. The Commission will change our

understanding of the 9/11 investigation -- and of the attacks themselves. --This text refers to an out

of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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In this well-crafted, important new study, the perfect companion to Griffin's magisterial The 9/11

Commission Report: Omissions and Distortions, we get to see from a very human perspective why

the 9/11 Commission did not finally produce the truth. Most fascinating to me (and the book is tough

to put down), the 9/11 Commission stands as a paradigm case for analysis of the inherent problem

plaguing our democracy - that the critical decisions are made by extremely small groups of

decision-makers, selected with specific implications of partisan conflict, more than the more

generalized public good, in mind. These groups are thus necessarily politicized, representing the

interests - not of the whole of society - but of only the most powerful oligarchs. Such a group made

the decision the drop the bomb on Hiroshima, and again such a group essentially closed the door to

further publicly sanctioned investigation of the signal event of our young century.The prospective

reader must note that, evidently due to his extensive investigation, Shenon writes from a definite



standpoint on the events 9/11.

"The Commission" by Philip Shenon has performed a great public service, letting the world know

that there are good reasons to be suspicious of "The 9/11 Commission Report." The main problem

is the fact that the Commission was almost entirely under the control of Philip Zelikow, who was

closely connected to the Bush White House. Although my book "Christian Faith and the Truth

behind 9/11" revealed some of the facts about Zelikow that showed him to be one of the worst

possible choices for the Commission's executive director, Shenon has revealed even more facts.It

was already known that Zelikow had been on the National Security Council (NSC) with Condoleezza

Rice during the administration of the first President Bush; that he wrote a book with her while the

Republicans were out of power; that he helped her make the transition from the Clinton to the Bush

NSC; and that he wrote at her request the 2002 version of "National Security Strategy of the United

States of America" (NSS 2002), which enunciated a new doctrine of preemptive war that was used,

in Shenon's words, to "justify a preemptive strike on Iraq.

This book should have received five stars, but I give it only three. To learn why, read on.Today in

America we are witness to a great unraveling, the likes of which we have never seen before. There

are no historical precedents. For many months now the official narrative about the September 11,

2001 terrorist attack on America has been disintegrating. Philip Shenon's fine book is certain to fuel

this process. Before I discuss the book, however, let us review the unraveling.It began within weeks

of the release of the 9/11 Commission Report (in July 2004) with the shocking revelation that

members of the 9/11 commission were convinced that government officials, including NORAD

generals, had deceived them during the investigation---in essence, had lied to their faces during the

hearings. According to the Washington Post (August 2, 2006), the members of the commission

vented their frustrations at a special meeting in the summer of 2004. The panel even considered

referring the matter to the Justice Department for a criminal investigation.The unraveling continued

in 2006 with the release of a follow-up volume, Without Precedent, authored by the two men who

had co-chaired the commission, Thomas H. Kean and Lee H. Hamilton. The men had come under

increasing fire ever since the release of their final report for presiding over what many now believe

was a failed investigation. Stung by so much criticism, Kean and Hamilton felt the need to explain

(and defend) themselves. The gist of their 2006 book is easily summarized. They write: "We were

set up to fail.
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